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https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/stopping-deforestation-can-prevent-pandemics1/

ά9ƴŘƛƴƎ ŘŜŦƻǊŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǿŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ 

ǎƛȄ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ мт {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Dƻŀƭǎ: 

the guarantee of healthy lives, zero hunger, gender equality, 

responsible consumption and production, sustainably managed 

ƭŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴΦΦΦέ





Very High Confidence

Å Low-lying areas: submergence, coastal flooding, and costal erosion

Å Exacerbation of existing health problems

High Confidence

Å All aspects of food security will be compromised, including food access and price stability 

Medium Confidence

Å Increased risks of violent conflicts in the form of civil war and inter -group violence due to the 

amplification of poverty and economic shocks

Pre-COVID-19



Source: {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΥ 9ƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ¦ƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ[ALA Editions, 2018]



òIt has to be everybody or nobody.ó

-Buckminster Fuller



òI donõt want your hope. I want you to act.

I want you to act as if the house was on fireé 

because it is.ó 

-Greta Thunberg, Climate Activist 



What the world needs nowé

ÅLocal matters. 

ÅWorking together. 

ÅRecognize and value diversity. 

ÅHelp all to be heard. 





Alexandra Rowland 

òWeaponized Optimismó







Sustainability = Core Value 



Source: {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΥ 9ƴǎǳǊƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ¦ƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ²ƻǊƭŘ[ALA Editions]





Four Pillars

ÅSustainable and Equitable 

Socio -Economic Development

ÅEnvironmental Conservation

ÅPreservation and Promotion of Culture

ÅGood Governance





There is no climate justice 

without racial justice. 



Social Cohesion 



The 
Wellbeing 

Project



Catalyst & 

Convener



The Mindset List: Classes of 2022, 2023, 2024

ÅNearly half of their generation is composed of people of color

Å Their generation will constitute one-quarter of the U.S. population 

Å They have always been concerned about catching the West Nile virus

ÅMost of them will rent, not buy, their textbooks

Å The Prius has always been on the road in the U.S.

Å Bonefish Grill has always been serving sustainable seafood.

Å Environmental disasters such as the BP Deepwater Horizon, and the coal sludge spill in Martin City, Ky., have always exceededthe 

Exxon Valdez oil spill.

ÅIncoming students are keenly aware of the major threats to the health of our society created by both an 

international pandemic and the global climate crisis, while at the same time, the value of science in our 

national dialogue is increasingly questioned.



68% of students report researching the 

commitment to sustainability of the schools 

they are considering. 

The Princeton Review



The Value of Sustainability in Higher Education 

1. Sustainability education prepares students for career success and responsible citizenship.

2. Sustainability improves organizational efficiency, decreases operational costs and reduces risk. 

3. Sustainability catalyzes increased giving and new funding sources. 

4. Sustainability helps attract, retain and motivate top students and employees.

5. Sustainability strengthens community relationships and facilitates new partnerships. 

6. Sustainability research and education demonstrates relevance in addressing grand challenges 

and helps unify the campus around a shared sense of purpose. 



Libraries 
as Sustainability Leaders on Campus.



Graphic: AllHandsRaised.org







Michigan State University

Library Environmental Committee

ÅIncreased recycling rates in the library;

ÅDecreased energy use;

Å100% landfill diversion rate for materials deaccessioned from the library 

collection; and

ÅPilot program collecting compost from both public areas and office spaces.



University of Massachusetts Amherst

ÅIntegration of sustainability across the curriculum

ÅModeling green practices 

ÅLibrary Sustainability Fund

ÅUndergraduate Sustainability Research Awards



UC San Diego

ÅLibrary Sustainability Committee

ÅStaff Sustainability Network 

ÅGreen Office Certification 

ÅStaff άDǊŜŜƴ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎέ

Å5L¸ aŀƪŜǊǎΩ 5ŀȅ

ÅLoaner Cup Cart

Å6 bottle refill stations 

άDǊŜŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aƻǘƘŜǊǎƘƛǇέ



Advice from UC San Diegoõs Team

ÅDream big and plan big. 

ÅBe flexible and persistent.

ÅWe need one another. 

ÅShare your accomplishments. 

USD Libraries Earth Month Event



North Carolina State University

Make-a-Thon
Library + 
Sustainability Office + 
University Housing





Self-Sufficiency



Julia L. Butterfield Memorial Library, Cold Spring, NY





Acute Community Resilience 

ÅUntil Help Arrives Training

ÅCitizen Corps

ÅCommunity Emergency Response Team (CERT)

ÅYouth Preparedness

ÅPrepareathon

https://www.ready.gov/get -involved



VLead by example.

VFocus on outcomes. 

VWork with like -minded partners.



Want to make the world suck less?



Sustainable Library 

Certification 

Program

https://sustainablelibrariesinitiative.org/
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